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and published as a book under the title, Some
Physiological Factors in the Neuroses of Child-
hood (1895). His investigations into the ac-
tivity of various toxins related to uric acid in
producing symptoms, and the appearance of
these substances in more than normal amount in
the urine of patients in these states, led him to
recognize a distinct disease which he named
"Lithernia." Besides various papers on this sub-
ject published in medical journals, he contributed
a chapter on it to the American Text Book of
the Diseases of Children (1894), edited by Louis
Starr.

In 1897 ne was elected director of pediatrics
in the Cincinnati General Hospital and at once
reorganized the handling of the children patients
by establishing a children's ward. He also es-
tablished in this hospital one of the first outdoor
wards in America for the treatment of tubercu-
losis and pneumonia of children. In 1898 he
became professor of materia medica and thera-
peutics and three years later, professor of pedi-
atrics, in the Ohio Medical College, which by
that time had become a part of the University
of Cincinnati. The latter professorship he held
until 1920. In 1909 he initiated the enterprise
which became his greatest philanthropy, the
Babies Milk Fund, a charity which has grown
in Cincinnati into a great, beneficent, and widely
diversified philanthropic work. Its success led
Mrs. Mary M. Emery to donate money to endow
the chair of pathology in the medical school, to
give liberally to its building fund, and to es-
tablish in the University of Cincinnati the
Benjamin Knox Rachford department of pedia-
trics.

Rachford published Neurotic Disorders of
Children in 1905, and seven years later, his well-
known textbook, Diseases of Children (1912).
In the later years of his life he had a great in-
fluence in formulating the plans for the medical
department of the University of Cincinnati (see
his article, "The Medical Department of a Mu-
nicipal University/' Cincinnati Journal of Medi-
cine, January 1925), He brought to the medical
center there the Children's Hospital, and was
instrumental in arousing the interest of William
Cooper Procter, who endowed the magnificent
Institute for Research in Children's Diseases
now attached to that hospital. He took a promi-
nent part also in founding the School of Nursing
and Public Health under the auspices of the
medical department of the University. He was
a member of various medical societies and was
president of the American Pediatric Association.
In 1897 he married Gretchen Louise Wherry,
daughter of William Wherry, United States
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Army; they had no children. He died at Cin-
cinnati from septic poisoning.

[Articles by Max Dreyfoos and R. A, Lyon, with
bibliog. of Rachford's writings, seventy-five in number,
in Jour, of Medicine (Cincinnati), July 1929; An.
Jour. Diseases of Children, July 1929; Who's Who in
America, 1928-29; Cincinnati Enquirer, May 6, 1929.]
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RADCLIFF, JACOB (Apr. 20, i;64-May 6,
1844), lawyer, mayor of New York, one of the
founders of Jersey City, N. J., was born in
Rhinebeck, N. Y., the eldest of four sons of Wil-
liam Radcliff and his wife, Sarah Kip. The fa-
ther was a commissioned officer in the Revolu-
tionary war. Jacob attended the College of New
Jersey at Princeton, was a member of the Clio-
sophic Society (1781), and graduated Sept. 24,
1783, debating with Joseph Venable before an
audience which included George Washington,
President Boudinot of the Continental Congress,
James Madison, and the French Minister, the
question: "Can any measure that is morally evil
be politically good ?" He studied law with Eg-
bert Benson, attorney-general of New York, was
admitted to the bar in 1786, and engaged in
practice, first in Poughkeepsie and later in New
York City. Although he possessed little incli-
nation for politics or the bench, he served two
terms in the New York Assembly (1794-95),
was for two years assistant attorney-general
(1796-98), and for six years (1798-1804) a jus-
tice of the supreme court of New York. To the
latter office Gov. John Jay had appointed him
along with James Kent [g.^/.] to succeed J. S.
Hobart and Robert Yates. Pursuant to an act
of the legislature in 1801, Kent and Radcliff
codified the laws of the state by omitting the
laws or parts of laws abrogated. Their revision
(Laws of the State of New York, 2 vols., 1802)
was standard until 1813.

On Apr. 20, 1804, Radcliff, Anthony Dey, and
Richard Varick obtained a lease on Paulus Hook
from the Van Vorst family for the annual sum
of $63ooo and became the founders of Jersey City.
Planning to lay out a city in accordance with a
map completed by Joseph F. Mangin [q.v.~\>
they secured by act of the legislature the incor-
poration of the "Associates of the Jersey Com-
pany/' Nov. 10, 1804, to which part of Paulus
Hook was conveyed on Feb. i, 1805.

Radcliff was a member of the New York Com-
mittee of Correspondence of the Federalist party
in 1808, when Charles Cotes worth Pinckney was
nominated for president, and again in 1812.
When in 1809 the Federalists carried New York
state, the Council of Appointment chose Radcliff
as mayor of New York City (1810) to succeed
DeWitt Clinton. As mayor, he was automatically
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